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IRT Surveys Ltd 

GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

Activity  Surveying Roofs  
 
Employment Location  Area Staff at all premises  
 
 
OUTLINE OF TASK -    METHOD STATEMENT 
 
Area staff visit buildings to advise on the condition of new or existing roof 
surfaces and determine any areas of damage or water ingress. 
 
IRT Surveys carry out Infrared Thermographic surveys using thermal 
imaging cameras. 
 
The data from each survey is used in conjunction with core samples and 
any other means of testing to determine the best course of action for each 
roof. No other contractors are involved with this operation at the time the 
survey is carried out. 
 
The initial survey requires area staff to access roofs either by internal 
stairs leading to the roof, by fixed ladders on the outside of the building, or 
by ladder.  
 
Once on the roof a complete Thermographic survey will be carried out, this 
involves the use of a thermal imaging camera and Mini digital video 
camera. 
 
HAZARDS 
 
The work involves a number of hazards that must be taken into 
consideration. The most important of these is Falling from Height. 
 
Many roofs are not fitted with handrails or other suitable barriers to prevent 
persons falling more than 2 metres. Also, many roofs have skylights and 
other fragile material such as asbestos or plastic sheeting through which it 
is easy to fall. 
 
Also, there is often a need to ascend a ladder to the roof from which it is 
possible to slip or fall 
 
At some premises, working on the roof can expose persons to toxic 
fume/dust from extraction equipment, danger from unguarded machinery 
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and slips trips and falls from wet surfaces and items such as cabling on 
the roof. 

 
Occasionally the area staff have to work on their own when on site — 
either because the site buildings are closed or there is no one available on 
site to accompany them. This can create special problems if they are 
taken ill while on a roof of a building where no one else is working. 
 
 
All staff are aware of the need to report to the site security/facilities 
management etc. when arriving at site. Access to the roof area where the 
survey is to be carried out is from fixed stairs whenever possible. 
 
Many roofs are fitted with suitable edge protection. This makes the need 
for additional precautions unnecessary. Where no edge protection is 
provided, full body safety harnesses will be worn. Similarly the 
requirements of any Permit to Work will be followed. 
 
In the case where no edge protection is provided and no harnesses can 
be worn, no one will approach nearer than 2 metres from the unguarded 
edge unless they are kneeling/crouching. 
 
Under no circumstances will anyone go onto the roof in adverse weather 
conditions where there is an increased risk of slipping and falling. 
 
Where access to the roof is by ladder, care is taken to ensure that the 
ladder will not slip or fall - if possible tied or footed or fixed in some 
manner to prevent it from sliding. The ladder is adjusted to ensure that it is 
at the correct angle and that it extends above the height of the roof by at 
least one metre. This will enable the person to get on and off the ladder 
without falling. 
 
When hot work is carried out, this is done in accordance with the Clients 
wishes. In many cases a Permit to Work will be issued and the provisions 
of this permit will be met. Where a Permit System is not in operation, a fire 
extinguisher will be kept close to the site of the work and a check for signs 
of burning will be carried out after 20 minutes. 
 
Personal protective equipment in the form of hard hat, gloves and overalls 
are provided for use by the area staff surveying the roof. 
 
As the Infra Red Survey is carried out during the hours of dark then all staff are 
suitable equipped with head torches and hand torches. 
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Severity of Risk 
 
 HIGH 
 
 

 
 
OVERALL RISK WITH PRECAUTIONS BEING TAKEN 

 
 

Main risks   
 
Staff accessing roofs where there is no edge protec tion 
and there are no fixings for a harness.  
 
Accessing the roof from a ladder is acceptable so l ong as 
the ladder is tied, footed or fixed in some other m anner to 
prevent it from sliding. 

 
While the likelihood of an accident occurring is qu ite low, if 
one did happen the consequences would be very serio us. 
 
 
 
 

WHERE RISK IS MEDIUM OR HIGH SPECIFY ACTION  
REQUIRED TO REDUCE THE RISK TO LOW 

 
 

1. A checklist of items required on site should be issued. This should also 
include the questions that should be asked at site concerning the roof/permit to 
work etc. 
 
2. Where no one else is on site a lone worker system of reporting to the office 
should be introduced. This will ensure that the alarm can be raised if a person is 
taken ill. 
 
3. Ladders must be tied or made secure. If necessary, an anti-slipping device 
should be fitted. 
 
4. All ladders should be inspected annually. A competent person should check 
these and a record should be obtained and kept. 
 
 
5. If after ascending to the roof, it is considered dangerous or fragile, no work 
should be carried out until the points of concern have been suitably addressed. 
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6. No one should approach an unguarded edge unless kneeling/crouching. 
Under no circumstances should this task be carried out in adverse weather 
conditions. 
 
7. Where the roof edge is unguarded, time spent within 2 metres on the roof 
working should not exceed 15 minutes. 
 
8. Whenever possible, lone working should be avoided. 
 
 
 
COMMENT 
 
Risk of serious injury or incident will be reduced significantly if the above 
mentioned precautions are actioned. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION TAKEN   -  Checklist implemented regarding point 1. Annual inspection 
of ladders is undertaken and recorded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emergency Contact Numbers 
 
Alan Little    07973 622571 
 
Stewart Little  07986 045964 
 
Head Office    01382 598 510 


